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Élisabeth Barbier 

Deputy Director General of the IRD, Elisabeth Barbier is diplomat of the French Ministry of Europe and 

Foreign Affairs (MEAE). After her mission as Ambassador of France to South Africa between 2013 and 

2016, she has been special envoy for Libya. She was also Ambassador of France to Kenya; Deputy 

Director in charge of Africa and Indian Ocean at the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and First 

Counsellor at the Permanent Representation of France to the Organization for Security and Co-

operation in Europe (OSCE) in Vienna. Elisabeth Barbier is Officer of the Order of the Legion of Honor. 

The French national research institute for sustainable development (IRD) 

Internationally recognised multidisciplinary organism, the IRD is an essential scientific referent 

on the major development stakes. For 75 years, it has defended a distinctive approach of 

research, expertise, professional training and knowledge sharing to the benefit of regions and 

countries who chose science and innovation to lever and support their development. 

 

Bettina Haussmann 

Bettina Haussmann currently serves as an extraordinary professor and private lecturer at the Institute 

of Plant Breeding of the University of Hohenheim (UH), in Stuttgart, Germany. She also serves as West 

Africa Liaison Scientist for the McKnight Foundation’s Collaborative Crop Research Program (CCRP), 

handling funding strategy development and project and proposal evaluation in Mali, Burkina Faso & 

Niger. 

 

Jan-Luc Chotte 

Jean-Luc Chotte is a senior scientist at IRD (Institut de Recherche pour le Développement), France. His 

research topic deals with the impact of climate and land use changes on soil organic matter dynamics 

(stocks and fluxes). The objective of his research is to unravel the soil functioning and explore ways to 

sustain ecology intensification to achieve food security, to combat land degradation and propose 

science-based evidences to reinforce the role of soils in mitigating/adapting to climate changes. He has 

been involved in many international projects (see his web site http://www.jean-luc-chotte.fr) with a 

focus in West African small farming systems. Jean-Luc Chotte is a member of Académie d’Agriculture 

de France and member of the Science Policy Interface of the UNCCD Convention. He is the scientific 

focal point for IRD in the 4P1000 initiative “Soils for Food security and Climate”.  

  

Ludovic Cocogne 

Director of the Department of International and European Relations at IRD, Ludovic Cocogne is an 

economist by training. He began his career at the Institut d’Emission Outre-Mer before joining the 

French Agency for Development where he lately served as Director of AFD offices first in Cayenne 

(French Guyana) and then in Fort-de-France (Martinique). 

http://www.jean-luc-chotte.fr/
https://www.4p1000.org/


 

 

Odile Conchou 

Following a PhD in Ecology, Odile Conchou has gathered 30 years of experience in the field of 

Sustainable Development. She started her career in research institutes on Ecology and Agronomy in 

France and Germany and in an agro-industrial union as an environmental engineer. Then she became 

head of an organization of ecological professionals and consultant in sustainable development. She 

joined AFD (French Agency of Development) in 2006 in the Environmental and Social Support 

Department and PROPARCO (AFD’s private sector branch) in 2010 to create and develop the 

Environmental, Social, Governance and Impact department. Back in AFD, she is now developing the 

AFD’s research program on biodiversity and participates to the post 2020/COP15 works. 

 

 

 Marie-Christine Cormier Salem 

Director of the Agropolis Foundation, Marie-Christine Cormier-Salem holds a PhD in geography from 

Paris X-Nanterre University and an accreditation to supervise research from Paris 1- Panthon 

Sorbonne. She carried out most of her career at IRD. In particular she was a member of the "Local 

heritage, environment and globalization" (PALOC) multidisciplinary mixed research unit, which she 

directed between 2009 and 2013. 

  

Philippe Cury 

Philippe CURY is a senior scientist at IRD in France working in marine ecology. Since 1980, he has 

worked in Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire, California and South Africa to analyse the effect of climate on 

fisheries, and to investigate how to implement the ecosystem approach to fisheries. He has published 

more than 120 peer-reviewed articles in the main international journals and produced 19 books or 

book chapters. Philippe Cury has received several distinctions such as the Trophee 2012 for best 

scientific achievement at Ifremer and the IRD scientific achievement in 2013. He is a lead author on 

scenarios relative to marine ecosystems in a context of global change for the IPBES Multidisciplinary 

Expert Panel. He is presently policy officer for IRD at the CLORA-Bruxelles. 

  

Frédéric Ferrer 

Writer, actor, director and geographer, Frédéric Ferrer created his first show in 1994 with Liberté à 

Brême by Rainer Werner Fassbinder, and then designed shows based on his writings where he 

explored the figures of madness (Apoplexification using the nutmeg grater and For Wagner) and the 

upheaval in today’s world, through two artistic cycles. In his Chronicles of global warming, he takes us 

through an exploration of the human landscapes of climate change. At the same time, he started in 

2010 the making up of an “Atlas of the Anthropocene era”, an artistic cycle of theatrical cartographies 

of the world, between conference and show, where he depicts unexpected territories. He was named 

“Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres” and was a laureate of the Fund for drama creation of the National 

Centre of theatre (Kyoto Forever in 2008), and of the SACD Theatre Fund (Kyoto Forever 2 in 2015). 

  

Thierry Gissinger 



Thierry Gissinger is in charge of environment programmes at the Fondation de France. Backed by 

almost 50 years of experience, the Fondation de France is the leading philanthropic network in France. 

It gathers together founders, donors, volunteer experts, employees and thousands of organizations. 

  

Jean-Jacques Goron 

Having joined Paribas in 1991 as head of internal communication, Jean-Jacques Goron has been 

Managing Director of the BNP Paribas Foundation since March 2013. Mr. Goron is responsible for 

developing, implementing and promoting the Foundation's policy through its programmes in France 

and around the world in the areas of culture, education, social inclusion, health and the environment. 

 

 

Mireille Guyader 

Mireille Guyader is Director of the Department of Research mobilization and Innovation for the 

Development at IRD since July 2018. Director of research at Inserm, with a scientific background in the 

fields of molecular virology and infectious diseases, she was previously posted as director of the Inserm 

office in the United States from 2011 to 2018 and as scientific attaché in charge of Life Sciences and 

Biotechnologies at the Office for Science and Technology at the Embassy of France in the United States, 

from 2006 to 2011. As part of her missions, Mireille Guyader worked to promote French research, 

developed bilateral programs of scientific collaboration and contributed to strengthening links 

between academia, biotechnology companies and industrials. 

  

Wanjiru Kamau-Rutenberg 

Dr. Wanjiru Kamau-Rutenberg is the Director of African Women in Agricultural Research and 

Development (AWARD). AWARD is working towards inclusive, agriculture-driven prosperity for the 

African continent by strengthening the production and dissemination of agricultural research and 

innovation that is more gender responsive. Born in Kenya, Dr. Kamau-Rutenberg holds a Ph.D. and a 

Master’s degree in Political Science from the University of Minnesota, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Politics as well as a Doctorate (Honoris Causa) from Whitman College in Washington, U.S.A.  Dr. Kamau-

Rutenberg has received widespread recognition for her work ; she was named one of the 100 Most 

Influential Africans by New African magazine, recognized as a Ford Foundation Champion of 

Democracy, and named one of Kenya’s Top 40 Women Under Age 40. 

 

 

Segenet Kelemu 

Dr. Segenet Kelemu, is the Director General & CEO of the International Centre of Insect Physiology and 

Ecology (icipe) Nairobi. She is the first woman to lead icipe.  After more than 25 years in the United 

States of America and Latin America applying cutting-edge science in molecular biology and plant 

pathology, that saw her garner numerous professional and state honours for an exceptional career as 

a scientist, Dr Kelemu returned from the diaspora in 2007 to contribute to Africa’s development. She 

serves in various Boards, advisory panels in major global initiatives and has served in international 

juries of key science awards. 

 

 



Philippe Leroux 

Philippe Leroux has been Director of the Avril Foundation since 2015. The Avril Foundation’s missions 

are to reinvigorate the French rural community through entrepreneurship, to accompany family 

farming towards a greater resilience and to promote healthy alimentation in Africa. Philippe Leroux 

began his career in consulting and strategy before joining the agri-food industry. He served as industrial 

Director in the Compagnie du Biscuit, then as President of the Chocolats Klaus company. In 2012 he 

founded the European Gourmet Food company. 

 

Benoît Miribel 

President of the French Foundation Center (CFF), Public Health Director & Vice President Global Health 

of the Mérieux Institute, president of honour of the French Action Against Hunger. Benoît Miribel is 

co-founder of the magazine “Humanitarian Alternatives”. 

The French Foundation Center (CFF) 

First initiated in 2002, the French Foundation Center is an association currently gathering 

almost 300 French foundations. It is dedicated to promoting the development of foundations 

in France and to enhancing their local, national and international representation by improving 

the knowledge of their status and action and supporting their developing projects. The CFF 

support and strengthen a growing and diversifying sector. 

  

Lionel Moulin 

Lionel Moulin leads a group on plant-microbe interactions at the Institute of Research for Development 

(IRD), in the research unit IPME in Montpellier (umr-ipme.ird.fr). He completed his PhD in 2002 at the 

University of Lyon (France) in microbial ecology then a 2 years postdoctoral position in Peter Young lab 

(Univ. York, UK) in bacterial genomics, before joining IRD in 2004. He develops research on the frontiers 

between mutualism and pathogenicity in bacteria interacting with cereals (wheat, rice), and the plant 

response to diverse types of microbes (physiology, transcriptomics). The group is also working on 

cereal microbiomes with the aim of identifying rice biostimulants and biocontrol agents of 

phytopathogens, in Senegal and Cambodia. 

 
Anne-Catherine Ohlmann 

Director at Grenoble Alpes University Foundation, Anne-Catherine Ohlmann is a biotechnology 

engineer and holds an MBA in marketing. For about 10 years, she fulfilled internationally high-

responsibility functions in marketing for hp. She quickly gained an interest in the world of foundations 

and coordinated the sponsorship activities of hp in Africa. She took the direction of Grenoble Alpes 

University Foundation when it was created in 2014. 

  

Paola Gardellin 

Program manager at Grenoble Alpes University Foundation, with a mission to develop health projects 

as well as the Ice Memory project, Paola Gardellin is a doctor in genetics from the University of Vienna 

in Austria. She worked in bioMérieux, where she supervised programs developing diagnostic tests in 

molecular biology. For the last six years, she had managed bioMérieux sites in Grenoble and Verniolle. 

 

 



Franck Pressiat 

 Hydrobiologist and Engineer-master’s in environmental engineering and eco-development, Franck has 

been involved for more than 25 years in environmental actions in aquatic ecosystems and wetlands. 

Environment Team Manager since 2016 in the Engineering and Major Projects Department of the 

“Compagnie Nationale du Rhône” (CNR), he works as an expert in ecological engineering and 

environmental management on a wide variety of projects in France and internationally. In this context, 

he regularly manages interfaces between environmental health and human health. 

 

 

Silvia Restrepo 
Silvia Restrepo, biologist and PhD in plant pathology. Currently, Vice President for research at 

Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá, Colombie. She has worked in diseases of cassava and solanaceous 

crops in several countries. She has also worked on studying the fungal diversity to control plant 

pathogens. Her research involves field work, molecular biology, population genetics, genomics and 

bioinformatics. She coordinates a group of professors of Universidad de los Andes who participate in 

IPBES. 

Marie-Lise Sabrié 

Marie-Lise Sabrié is Director of the Scientific and Technological Culture Department at IRD. For 20 

years, she has been involved in international programs aimed at strengthening the links between 

science and society, particularly in innovative educational projects for young people in the developing 

countries. 

  

Jean-François Silvain 

Jean-François Silvain, Senior Scientist at IRD, was named President of the Foundation for Research on 

Biodiversity (FRB) on April 24th, 2014, after having served as President of its Scientific Council from 2008 

till 2013, and then Advisor to the President. Member of the French Committee for IPBES, his previous 

activities included serving as head of the Diversity, Ecology and Tropical Insects Evolution Unit at IRD, 

partnered with the Evolution, Genomes and Speciation Lab at CNRS, focusing on how tropical insects 

react to global changes. 

  

Alexia Tye 

Alexia Tye is CFO and COO of the Oceanographic Institute, Prince Albert I of Monaco Foundation, a 

French foundation committed to the protection of the oceans. The foundation focuses on advocacy 

and public engagement, via educational projects, conferences, exhibitions, multimedia, publications, 

awards, expeditions and art-science events.  The foundation operates from both the Oceanographic 

Museum of Monaco and the Maison des Océans in Paris, the latter headed up by Alexia Tye. 

 

 

  

  

Researchers 



 
 
Jean-François Agnèse 

Director of research at the IRD, he is a population geneticist. He has worked mainly in Africa in Mali, 

Ivory Coast, Kenya, Cameroon and Morocco. He specializes in freshwater fish of the continent, which 

he studies for conservation and use in fisheries and aquaculture. He is currently working at the 

Montpellier Institute of Evolutionary Sciences (ISEM), where he served as deputy director from 2011 

to 2018. He currently runs the Interdisciplinary Structuring Partnership Program (PSIP) "Preservation 

and Valorisation of Biodiversity" of the IRD. 

 

 

Adeline Barnaud 

Population geneticist and ethnobiologist at IRD in the diversity, adaptation and plant development 

unit, her research explores the links between the evolution of African cereals (domestication, 

adaptation to the future climate) and the societies that grow them. A cross-cutting approache between 

biological and social sciences is one of the keys to enhancing crop diversity and building sustainable 

agriculture. 

 

 

Antoine Le Quéré 

Chargé de Recherche IRD en Microbiologie Végétale. Recherches sur l’amélioration durable de la 

productivité du niébé, une Légumineuse à graine d’avenir dans un contexte de changement climatique. 

Une stratégie basée sur la caractérisation et la valorisation de la diversité des variétés cultivées et des 

microorganismes associés à fort potentiel biofertilisant. 

  

Didier Orange 

Eco hydrologue de l'IRD, en poste à Montpellier dans l'unité de recherche d'Écologie fonctionnelle des 

sols et des agrosystèmes. Ingénieur hydrologue et docteur en géochimie des eaux de l'Université de 

Strasbourg, il a développé sa carrière en Afrique de l'Ouest, Afrique Centrale et Asie du Sud-Est sur une 

grande diversité d'agrosystèmes. Coordinateurs de projets internationaux, auteurs de plus de 100 

articles et encadrant de 18 thèses, il a été représentant de l'IWMI au Vietnam et vient de recevoir le 

Prix Convergences pour son projet Smart Clean Garden. 

  

Eugénie Hébrard 

Plant virologist at IRD, Eugénie Hébrard is a group leader in the research unit Interactions Plant-

Microorganism-Environment (IRD, Cirad, U. Montpellier). Her main topic is the emergence and 

adaptation of rice viruses in Africa (genetic and pathogenic diversity, spatio-temporal dispersion, 

evolution of virulence). Recently, she started a new project on risks of viral emergence on sorghum 

and millet, two key dryland cereals for food security. 

  

Lionel Moulin 



Lionel Moulin leads a group on plant-microbe interactions at the Institute of Research for Development 

(IRD), in the research unit IPME in Montpellier (umr-ipme.ird.fr). He completed his PhD in 2002 at the 

University of Lyon (France) in microbial ecology then a 2 years postdoctoral position in Peter Young lab 

(Univ. York, UK) in bacterial genomics, before joining IRD in 2004. He develops research on the frontiers 

between mutualism and pathogenicity in bacteria interacting with cereals (wheat, rice), and the plant 

response to diverse types of microbes (physiology, transcriptomics). The group is also working on 

cereal microbiomes with the aim of identifying rice biostimulants and biocontrol agents of 

phytopathogens, in Senegal and Cambodia. 

 

 

 Alain Brauman 

I am a soil ecologist from IRD studying the impact of agriculture on soil biodiversity and soil quality in 

diverse south context. I have been posted in Africa (Congo and Senegal)  and Asia (Thailand) 19 years. 

I recently developed a cost effective field tool box to monitor soil health.   

  

David Mouillot,  

My expertise is in both ecology and modeling. I’m professor in marine biology at the University of 

Montpellier but also Adjunct Professor at the James Cook University (Australia). My research explores 

how environmental and socioeconomic conditions shape the strucutee and functioning of ecological 

communities and the amount of services they can provide to humanity. I work on marine protected 

areas as win-win management options for both nature and people. I was also awarded with a Bronze 

Medal from the CNRS (2011) and I have been the scientific leader of 12 research projects. Since 2016 

I’m awarded as a Highly Cited Researcher in my field. 

 

 

Pierre MORAND 

Environmentalist Biostatistician, Dr Pierre MORAND develops research on the dynamics of socio-

ecosystems such as coasts and large wetlands in inter-tropical regions. In particular, he aims to capture, 

measure and track, through appropriate indicators, the vulnerability and adaptive capacities of human 

communities dependent on fisheries.  He is currently head of the International Resilience Research 

Unit (IRD-CIRES). 

Xavier MARI 

Xavier Mari is Oceanographer-Biogeochemist. He works on the carbon cycle and on processes that 

allow the ocean to pump and store atmospheric CO2. He focuses on describing the impact of fine 

particles’ air pollution on the ocean's ability to regulate CO2 concentration. He is in charge of the 

International Scientific Coordination Network – South: Impact of Black Carbon in Southeast Asia (SOOT-

SEA). 

Frédéric Ménard 

Frédéric Ménard is currently the Director of the Department OCEANS, climate and resources of the 

French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD). He is a member of the 

governance and is involved in the scientific strategy of IRD. In addition, he is a senior scientist in the 

Research Unit MIO (Mediterranean Institute of Oceanography in Marseille, 

https://www.mio.osupytheas.fr) and leads research initiatives on the trophic functioning of marine 



ecosystems in the context of global change: feeding ecology, trophodynamics, fisheries and 

biodiversity. His activity focuses on large fish predators in the tropical oceans, and on the 

vulnerability of coastal ecosystems. 

  

Emma ROCHELLE-NEWALL, research scientist at the IRD and deputy director of the UMR IEES-Paris. 

She is a tropical microbial ecologist. She is particularly interested in how development driven 

anthropisation in the global south is altering microbial processes and carbon and nutrient cycling in 

soils and surface waters. More recently she has been looking at how environmental degradation is 

altering the dissemination of sapronotic pathogens in tropical ecosystems. 

 

 

Christophe BRUGIDOU 

Virologist, molecular physiologist of plants, Christophe Brugidou is Director of research IRD in the unit 

interaction plants micro-organisms and environment (IPME) of Montpellier. His research interests 

include virus resistance and the development of biotechnology. He is co-director of LMI Patho-Bios in 

Burkina Faso (Ouagadougou and Bobo-Dioulasso) since 2013. He presents the project to ensure food 

security in West Africa. 

 

Valerie Verdier 
Valerie Verdier is a director of research at Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD). She is 
currently head of the Scientific Department ECOBIO at IRD and head of the Plant-Microorganism-
Environment Interactions research Unit (IPME). She received the European Commission’s Marie Curie 
Fellowship in 2010, and the International Service Award from American Phytopathology Society (APS) 
in 2014. She is an Associate Faculty at Colorado State University, USA. In 2016 she was appointed as 
“Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur” by the french governement. She has published over 100 scientific 
articles in the field of plant pathology. V.Verdier is recognized for her international research on 
bacterial pathogens that cause devastating diseases of cassava and rice, and fundamental 
contributions to understanding how bacteria cause disease on cassava and rice and to approaches for 
their control. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 


