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Integrated “One Health” approaches to zoonotic epidemics in the Global South 
 
 
Human health, animal health, environmental health, ecology, evolutionary biology, epidemiology, systemic 
approaches, climate change, sociology, economics, geography. 

   
The recent COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated the relevance of interdisciplinary approaches to fighting such 
kind of emergences. This health and economic disaster also highlighted the importance of sustainability science 
in global south countries, combining human health, animal health, and environmental health aspects in order to 
propose preventive and monitoring measures, and even early warning. More than ever, there is a fundamental 
need for societies to develop resilient and sustainable ecosystems to reduce the emergence of zoonoses, while still 
maintaining acceptable economic conditions and ensuring social and cultural diversity across different human 
communities. Social sciences also play a critical role, not only in managing the crisis, but also in understanding and 
addressing the root causes of diseases emergence and the determinants of community health.  
 
Zoonoses emergence is very closely linked to the impacts of human activities on ecosystems, which increase the 
spread of pathogens among wildlife and increase the chances of contact between wildlife and domestic animal 
species and humans. In recent decades, the number of disease emergence events has been constantly rising and 
this trend is likely to further accelerate. It is therefore necessary to develop research with a more integrative 
approach in order to better understand mechanisms of transmission, and thus establish strategies aimed at 
controlling the spread and preventing the emergence of these diseases. One Health, Eco-Health and Planetary 
Health approaches are all part of this context. 
IRD has expertise in the many different disciplines required for this type of research. For several years, the institute 
has been committed to promoting sustainability science. Furthermore, in order to help develop interdisciplinary 
research in this field, it launched a specific programme on global changes and emerging infection risks. In order to 
continue these efforts and support this programme, IRD now wishes to recruit a director of research (second class) 
specialised in studying the conditions for the emergence and spread of zoonotic epidemics in global south 
countries (in their medical, ecological and social components), through the use of a “One Health” approach. 
Applicants must therefore have substantial research experience in the transmission of pathogens between animal 
species and human populations, in relation to the environmental changes that can interact with this transmission 
process. In addition to designing scientific studies that will increase the understanding of these mechanisms and 
how they interact with social and economic contexts, applicants must be committed to developing research 
opportunities aimed at designing prevention and monitoring strategies based on sustainability science, with the 
goal of reducing the risk of zoonotic diseases emergence. 
 
 
Systemic/holistic approaches, human health, animal health, environmental, sociological and economic health, 
north-south-south cooperation, operational research, One Health, Eco Health, Planetary Health vision 

 

 
The IRD recruitment policy promotes gender equality in the workplace. 


