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As demonstrated in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) promoted by the United Nations, 
there is an urgent need for integrated scientific knowledge of the Earth, social and technological systems, and 
their interfaces. In order to reduce inequalities, limit the impacts of human activities on the environment and 
ensure livelihood resilience, the scientific research that forms the foundation for the SDGs must take into account 
not only the integrity of living systems, but also the underlying environmental and socio-economic stress factors 
that perpetuate their vulnerability in a changing world. 
 

 

The creation of transdisciplinary knowledge, i.e. knowledge with an objective exceeding that of research in a single 
discipline, is essential in gaining a better understanding of the complexity of the modern world and finding 
solutions to social, environmental and technical challenges. IRD is seeking to recruit a director of research who will 
be able to develop and lead sustainability science applied to important issues for global south countries. Research 
will focus on gaining an understanding of the links, negative externalities, positive synergies and optimal trade-
offs between SDGs (nexus approach). These links can be considered at three levels: a better understanding of the 
complex causal chains in eco-socio-systems that are the source of the phenomena to be controlled; through 
studies of the impacts of sectoral policies targeting one SDG over other sectors and the overall agenda; and 
through innovative multi-stakeholder solutions that are likely to promote new sustainable development models.     
This position is therefore intended for applicants who wish to develop research to address these phenomena at 
various levels and help solve complex, real-world problems not yet fully addressed by existing disciplines. 
Therefore, candidates should have experience in co-constructing ambitious, transdisciplinary scientific projects, 
involving scientists from different disciplines but also civil society actors (NGOs, politicians, etc.).   Areas of interest 
include, but are not limited to, climate change, land use changes, conservation of continental and marine 
biodiversity, agriculture, fisheries and food  security, pollution, health and the environment, urbanisation and 
cities, risks, mobility, migration, the fight against different forms of inequality, all in relation to sustainable 
development. In addition to leading research in one or several of these areas, the selected applicant will contribute 
to international partnership strategy on these topics (pertaining to SDGs, with Europe, Belmont forum, Future 
Earth, etc.) and to institutional reflection on the role of sustainability science as a major component of scientific 
policy in partnership with the institute. 
 
 
Systemic approaches, modelling, participatory science, complex systems studies, meta-analysis, data 
visualisation, north-south-south cooperation, and coordination of transdisciplinary projects. 
 

 
 

The IRD recruitment policy promotes gender equality in the workplace. 


