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Timetable 
 

Deadline for submission of a letter of intent: 7 April 2021 
 

Pre-selection of letters of intent: 12 May 2021 
 

Deadline for submission of full application form: 7 July 2021 
 

Project assessment: October – November 2021 
 

Project selection:  December 2021 
 

Availability of funds: from February 2022 
 

https://en.ird.fr/international-research-group-southern-countries-gdri-sud
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Objectives 
 
The French National Research Inst itute for Sustainable Development (IRD) supports an original 
model of equitable scient if ic partnership and interdisciplinary, cit izen, sustainability science 
committed to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
An Internat ional Scient if ic Coordinat ion Network – South (GDRI-Sud) is a scient if ic coordinat ion 
network gathering French and foreign research teams in several countries, including at least one 
country from the global South, around a strategic theme for research on and for sustainable 
development in the intertropical or Mediterranean zone. A GDRI-Sud has a scient if ic committee. 
 
Object ives: 

- Gather together several French and foreign research teams1, including at least two partners 
from countries of global South, who may or may not be from the same country, in a 
mult iple and flexible partnership, thus creat ing a beneficial forum to scient if ic exchanges; 

- Promote scient if ic cooperat ion between partners themselves, with a South-South 
component (both emerging and least developed countries); 

- To be linked to init iat ives carried out by major internat ional or regional organizat ions and 
also around the consolidat ion and coordinat ion of services or networks of observat ion of 
environments or populat ions. 

 
A GDRI-South is not intended to fund a collaborat ive research project. 
 
Based on the recommendations of a committee composed of members of the IRD’s scient if ic 
bodies, GDRI-Sud is set up for a period of four years, renewable once (subject to a posit ive mid-term 
evaluat ion). A funding decision sets out the rules for partnership between the inst itut ions of 
members, the leader of the GDRI-Sud and the IRD. A scient if ic and financial report is produced mid-
term and at the end of the project. 
  
 
Target of the call for proposals 
 
The projects presented address major global issues and contribute to the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).  They are part of the IRD’s scient if ic strategy and integrate its major mult idisciplinary 
challenges2: 
 

 Geo-resources and sustainability  
 Sustainable Cit ies 
 Coast and sea 
 One health 
 Biodiversity 
 Land and soils 
 Sustainable food systems 
 Climate change 
 Migrat ions  

 
Proposals that include a sustainable science approach3 (transdisciplinarity, co-construct ion with 
stakeholders, part icipatory science) will be part icularly welcome. 

                                                 
1 The number of laboratories must be signif icant in order to carry a unifying ambit ion going beyond a research project, and 
a contrario not be too high in order to allow an effective animation of the GDRI-South. 
2 Prior to the construction of the project, applicants are advised to contact IRD scientific department. 
3 https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/2511_17_e_sustainability_science_flyer_en_f.pdf 

https://unctad.org/fr/press-material/qui-sont-les-pays-les-moins-avances-0
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/2511_17_e_sustainability_science_flyer_en_f.pdf
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The Inst itute will also welcome proposals that contribute to an open and better shared science, to a 
reduct ion of the carbon and environmental footprint of research act ivit ies, and to the promotion of 
equality between women and men. 
 
The research structures involved must also ensure that the project is consistent with the 
developments and priorit ies set for the Higher Educat ion and Research systems of their country. 
 
 
Selection process and development phases 
 
The select ion of new GDRI-Sud will take place in f ive steps: 
 

1. 7 April 2021. Submission of a letter of intent for preselection 
The scient if ic directorate will examine the overall coherence of the projects in line with the 
IRD exist ing scient if ic research and capacity building approach (IJLs, JEAIs, GDRIs-Sud, and 
other regional projects) and along with the inst itute's strategic priorit ies, and with these of 
partner countries. During this stage, the init iat ives that stand out (based on subject, 
geographical region, etc.) will be analysed. Projects appearing to be the most mature and 
best posit ioned in relat ion to the target of the call will be preselected. The added-value of 
the project in terms of scient if ic outputs, its structuring effect on research and/or higher 
educat ion in the country concerned, as well as the expected level of commitment of the 
partner inst itut ions, will be the main criteria for this f irst stage of select ion. 

 
2. 12 May 2021. Pre-selection of letters of intent  
 
3. 7 July 2021. Submission of full applications 

 
4. October-November 2021. Scientific assessment of projects by a Joint Evaluat ion 

Committee composed of members of the relevant sectoral scient if ic committee(s) and the 
Scient if ic Council of IRD. 

 
5. December 2021. Final decision process for creation with effect from 1 January 2022. 

 
 
Eligibility conditions 

 
- A GDRI-Sud should be composed of several research units from at least one country from 

the Global South; 
- A GDRI-Sud project must be submitted by researchers from a research unit supervised by 

the IRD or an associated unit, jointly with researchers from research ent it ies or universit ies 
from Global South; 

- A researcher involved in another IRD’s structuring program, in part icular the internat ional 
joint laboratory (IJL) or the “Young Teams Associated with IRD” (JEAI) programs, is allowed 
to submit a GDRI-Sud proposal. 

 
 
Selection criteria 
 
The following select ion criteria will be taken into account in the assessment process: 
 
Scientific quality and interest of the scientific theme of the network 

- Level of knowledge of the State of the art of the theme focused by the network; 
- Scient if ic object ives of the network. 
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Structuring effect of the proposed international network and added value for the scientific 
community concerned 

- Interest of structuring the scient if ic community around the chosen theme; 
- Adequacy between the perimeter of the network (research units, countries) and the 

scient if ic community regarding the chosen theme; 
- Added value of the collaborat ion with partners countries and expected benefits for the IRD 

research teams; 
- Consistent with the Higher educat ion and Research system priorit ies of the partners 

countries involved. 
 
Scientific quality of the teams involved 

- Quality of the publicat ions from the members of the GDRI-Sud. 
 
 
Financial Support provided by IRD 
 
The indicat ive amount of the IRD contribut ion may be up to a maximum of €15,000 per year (i.e. a 
maximum of €60,000 for 4 years). This amount may be readjusted according to the specificit ies of 
each project and will be decided by the scient if ic department(s) of reference. 
 
The IRD contribut ion may be used to cover expenses related to internat ional mobility in connect ion 
with the GDRI-Sud (mobility of staff, preparat ion of seminars and workshops, publicat ions) 
 
 
Documents to be provided 

 
The letter of intent (document of 3 pages maximum for the descript ion of the project4) will specify 
the t itle, the names and addresses of the coordinators, the partners and research units involved, the 
theme, the research objectives of the network, and the added-value for the south partners.  
 
Prior to the construct ion of the project, applicants are advised to contact IRD representat ives in the 
concerned countries as well as scient if ic advisors. Their opinion will be requested by the program 
coordinat ion upon receipt of the letters of intent. 
 
The full application (document of 5 pages maximum, excluding lists of members and publicat ions and 
other annexes) will be presented by the project coordinator and should consist as follows:  
 

- A summary sheet: Title/acronym of the GDRI-Sud, names and addresses of the 
coordinator(s), list of partners/teams involved, budget requested, summary (1/2 page 
maximum) 

 
- Detailed f ile: 

 Presentat ion of the GDRI-Sud project, Disciplines/Associated scient if ic themes, 
keywords 

 Interest in the structuring of the scient if ic community around the theme and partner 
countries involved, the relevance of the consort ium and the expected benefits for 
the teams 

 Main act ivit ies planned under GDRI-Sud and planning 
 Part icipat ion of students and/or young researchers in GDRI-Sud act ivit ies 
 Scient if ic quality of teams (attach a list of up to 10 publicat ions) 
 List of GDRI-Sud members 

                                                 
4 Compliance with the instructions on the format of this letter is imperat ive under penalty of seeing the project not 
admissible. 

https://www.ird.fr/neuf-conseillers-scientifiques-nommes-aupres-de-valerie-verdier
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 Detailed forecast budget and sources of funding 
 

In the appendix: 
 the letter of motivation and CV of the officer coordinating the GDRI-Sud; 
 the letter of support from the director of the IRD research unit concerned; 
 the letter of support from the head(s) of the institutions associated with GDRI-Sud. 

 
 
The application is a single PDF file named "AAP2021_GDRI-Sud_ACRONYM". 
 
The single PDF file aggregates all the const ituent documents of the applicat ion into a single document (not 
password protected). 
 
 
Submission of applications 
 
Letters of interest and full applicat ions should be completed jointly by the leader and the 
correspondent. These documents should then be sent by email in pdf to the CEO of the IRD at the 
following email address: gdri-sud@ird.fr, as well as to the concerned scient if ic departments: 

- disco@ird.fr 
- ecobio@ird.fr 
- oceans@ird.fr 
- sante@ird.fr 
- soc@ird.fr 

  
 
 

 

 

Do not hesitate to contact the scientific departments and the program coordination for any 
further question regarding the preparation of your application. 

mailto:gdri-sud@ird.fr
mailto:disco@ird.fr
mailto:ecobio@ird.fr
mailto:oceans@ird.fr
mailto:sante@ird.fr
mailto:soc@ird.fr

